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6 February 1866

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte was not present at first, Elder Oonk was chosen as chairman. Then the pastor entered the
meeting. Several matters were dealt with. Article nine recorded "A proposal that former
members of the congregation, who had gone along with the Secessionists for a period of time but
now gradually were returning to the services," people such as Schrader and wife, L. Schaddelee
and wife, and Mrs. Boezel. Also, "A bill was received from W. Brouwer for tolling the bell at the
time of the assassination of our president, the late Abraham Lincoln. It was decided that this bill
does not belong here, and the clerk will so inform him." It was also decided the pastor will
receive $100 from the pew rental fund in addition to his salary.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint A/Chives of Holland,
4
vol. II, pp.253, 2536, and 254.
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Consistory Meeting of February 6, 1866
Absent: Brothers Labots and Naber.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened by de Bruin.
ARTICLE 2— Brother Ooit was chosen as chairman.
ARTICLE 3 — The Rev. A. C. van Raalte entered the meeting.
ARTICLE 4 — J. Reidsema entered the meeting, requesting the lifting of censure.
Replying to questions, he indicated that he has humbled himself because of his sin, and
makes confession of it. For a long time already, he is aware that he has sinned, but now
believes that his behavior has improved, and that the conflict between him and his
brother-in-law had been resolved by his (Reidsema) submission and willingness to admit
wrong. He also says that everything is in order between Verbeek and his father, and that
forgiveness from the Lord has been received.
After some additional questions, he declared that he had been dealt with in a one-sided
fashion, because Lamper has been excused and he (Reidsema) placed in the wrong. For
the space of one year, no one had approached him, and he was not inclined to humble
himself that deeply before the consistory.
In response to a member of the committee which had visited him, that he had at that time
refused further discussion, he responded about the improper handling of the matter and
the wrong report of the committee, as it was noted in the minutes, etc.
Since other matters needed to be dealt with, it was decided to finish this item by
appointing a committee, which will visit him.
ARTICLE 5— Present at the meeting were Aafke Werkman, Gezina and Marrigje
Pessink, desiring to make profession of their faith and to be received as members of the
congregation. Their profession was received.
ARTICLE 6 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 7 — The committee, for review of the financial books, reports that they have
found everything to be in good order. The poor fund had receipts of $1,663.85, and
disbursements of $1,695.00, leaving a deficit of $31.73.
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The congregational funds totaled receipts of $1,654.75, and a disbursement of $1,420.68,
a surplus of $234.07.
The unpaid bills for 1863 until 1866 total $3.71.40. From 1866, $1,840.50.
ARTICLE 8 — Membership transfers were received for G. Dalman, elder from Grand
Rapids, dated November 7, 1865, and for Arend Hetebrei and Geertje Hetebrei, from
Genemuiden, the Netherlands, dated August 28, 1865.
ARTICLE 9 — A proposal that former members of the congregation, who had gone along
with the Secessionists for a period of time but now gradually were returning to the
services,
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people, such as Schrader and wife, L. Schaddelee and wife, and Mrs. Boezel, should be
invited if they wish to come back and told that they will be warmly received, was, after
various viewpoints had been expressed, accepted. The committee appointed consists of
the pastor, de Bruin, and Kamper.
ARTICLE 10— Pieter van der Veere entered the meeting, requesting to be received into
the congregation. After his profession of faith, he was accepted.
ARTICLE 11 — Because Pessink has come to us from the Reformed (State) Church of the
Netherlands and participated at the most recent communion service, even though he had
not affiliated with our congregation (see minutes of December 25, 1865), it was now
decided to appoint a committee to meet with him. If he desires to join, his testimonial
from the Reformed (State) Church will be accepted if he affirms that he is in agreement
with our formulas (creeds). From now on, such memberships will not be automatically
accepted but also not rejected in the same way. In such cases, an inquiry will be made
concerning their confession, whether it is based on God's Word, as expressed in the
Formula of Unity of our church. In such cases, the ordinary questions asked in the
church service will not be necessary. This was accepted.
The committee for Pessink consists of Keppel and Wakker, and they have been given
power to act in accepting his membership.
ARTICLE 12— A bill was received from W. Brouwer for tolling the bell at the time of
the assassination of our president, the late Abraham Lincoln. It was decided that this bill
does not belong here, and the clerk will so inform him.
ARTICLE 13 — It was decided to meet again eight days from now.
ARTICLE 14 — It was decided that for the past year of 1865 the pastor will be given
$100.00 from the pew rental funds above his ordinary salary.
ARTICLE 15 — The meeting was closed by Brother Oonk.
According to custom, all of the brothers indicated their ability to celebrate communion
together.

